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Caption: Michael, in 
Rainbow with customers 
Chris, Matt and family.

After extensive community 
discussions in 2016, the 
Manager of Plantation Resort 
took the initiative to host a public 
meeting on 16 March 2017, for 
Rainbow Beach (‘Rainbow’, as 
the village is known, colloquially) 
business owners and interested 
residents, to come up with 
strategies to deal with the ebb 
and flow of the tourism industry.  
A meeting was held in the 
function room at his local 
restaurant and some long-time 
business owners commented 
they had never seen so many 
local operators in the one room 
at a meeting.  The meeting was 
the idea of local businessmen 
and women who felt something 
needed to be done to bring more 
visitors to town and in turn, help 
all businesses to improve their 
off-peak times.  

There were 78 business owners 
or their representatives at the 
meeting, where attendees were 
walked through a network idea 
with an on-screen presentation.  
The network would create a 
group of businesses, to commit 
to working together, to promote 
each other's businesses.  A 
jointly funded, local contract 
marketing manager would work 
to bring more visitors to Rainbow 
via events, online marketing, 
corporate business, and other 
methods.

Background

The role would be, but not 
limited to, helping with existing 
events, bringing events to town, 
facilitating regular meetings, 
keeping business owners 
up-to-date, helping new and 
existing businesses, attending 
trade shows to promote network 
members, and working with 
tourism bodies and local council 
on town issues.  It was also 
suggested to build a website to 
be the face of Rainbow.  The 
group wants to include (not 
exclude) organisations into the 
network.

A follow-up meeting was held at 
the same venue, on 12 April 
2017, for those persons who 
completed an EOI Form as their 
commitment to formally join the 
new group.  At this meeting, 
attendees voted to form Team 
Rainbow (TR), to come together 
in the name of common good 
and mutual support. 

Michael, TR’s first President, 
presented with slides, discussing 
the goal of TR to highlight the 
Rainbow community and create 
a network to promote tourism 
and build business in the area.  
The network, Team Rainbow, 
arose out of frustrations many 
proprietors in the area were 
feeling.  Attendees reported a 
growing perception that 
resources were only being 
allocated to a small fraction of 
businesses operating in 
Rainbow. 

Prior to these meetings, TR had 
convinced a Triathlon event to 
return to Rainbow on 2-3 
September 2017, after vowing 
not to return, after their last 
experience of being treated 
poorly by several businesses in 
town.  The change in culture 
energised business owners, and 
particularly those new to the 
area.  The Double Tri is now an 
annual event.

"It's an encouraging sign for 
the area when Rainbow is 
being called the next Byron 
Bay,” 

Mr Read said, as reported in 
several regional newspapers, eg 
Sunshine Coast Daily, but not 
Rainbow’s only local paper.  

The next step for TR was to 
bridge the divide within the 
Rainbow Beach Commerce and 
Tourism (RBCT) Committee, with 
the end goal that the Team 
continues as a sub-committee, 
as voted at the meeting with TR 
waiting for RBCT’s Committee, 
to meet.

RBCT refused to meet with TR.  
At the next RBCT meeting, 
Michael Read tabled 20+ signed 
proxies that were ignored.  In 
summary, the meeting was 
witnessed as being 
unconstitutional, paving the way 
for TR to proceed, 
independently. 



Caption: The original Gay Olympic Games 1 logo held by Daz 
with Sara Waddell Lewinstein (wife of Founder of Gay Games)

About Team Rainbow Inc

Click the logo to 
access Team 
Rainbow’s 
Constitution:

Founded in 2017, Team Rainbow promotes 
tourism, business, sport, fitness, and healthy 
lifestyles throughout Queensland’s diverse 
community.  We help connect and promote 
member organisations that are non-discriminatory 
and welcome the participation of all people.  We 
support inclusion and diversity. 

Team Rainbow is a not-for-profit organisation 
staffed by volunteers.  Team Rainbow represents 
its member organisations at international, 
inclusive, sporting events, such as the long 
running, Gay Games – the World’s largest 
Sporting and Cultural Event. We achieve this 
objective by hosting and promoting events and, 
welcoming and encouraging new members. When 
and where appropriate, Team Rainbow serves as 
influencer and enabler for inclusive sport, to clubs 
and individuals, organisations, government, and 
the corporate sector.

About Regional Queensland

Team Rainbow was the first not-for-profit, 
community organisation to set about to unite 
towns that are not large enough to have their own 
incorporated Group, across regional Queensland. 

Mission Statement

Team Rainbow would like to unite Regional 
Queensland as a community, by connecting 
Community and Clubs through Tourism, Business 
and Sport with the intent to welcome visitors who 
leave with a positive memory of their experience 
as a holiday destination, and to maximise 
opportunities from customer visitation.

Philosophy and Aims

Team Rainbow’s intent is to unite Regional 
Queensland as a Team and be inclusive in its 
practices.  

The following are TR’s aims:

To encourage and promote community 
participation in both competitive and 
non-competitive aspects of sports and 
related social activities at club, state, 
national and international level.

As it determines on a case-by-case basis, 
TR may choose to associate itself by 
membership or affiliation with national and 
international event organisers and actively 
assist its members to participate in such 
events.

To act as the coordinating and controlling 
authority in the conduct of 
carnivals/events and related social 
activities. When acting in this capacity, TR 
may require that any competition be 
conducted under the rules of the relevant 
controlling body for the particular activity.

To promote tourism and business 
opportunities throughout Regional 
Queensland, by matching experiences 
with customer expectations.

https://teamrainbow.org.au/constitution/


Click the logo to 
apply for Team 
Rainbow 
Membership:

Business Structure

Team Rainbow is not-for-profit and Incorporated 
(IA57202) with the Office of Fair Trading approval 
to fundraise.

Competitive Strengths

The following are TR’s strengths:

❖ Personalised style of service to members
❖ Friendlier environment for members and 

newcomers to be assisted with 
community orientation and support 

❖ No parochial disposition

Board Members

The following Officers were elected at the first 
Team Rainbow AGM, in 2018 and remain in their 
respective positions:

MS ANN-MARIE LAVERS-GRIMM
PRESIDENT

DR DARRYL GAULD OAM
SECRETARY

MR PHILLIP HORNE
TREASURER

MR MICHAEL OGILVIE
PUBLIC OFFICER

All other Officers also remained in their respective 
role and continue to do so with gender parity:

MS TONIA BOWLEY
SOCIAL MEDIA

MS MANASA TRIPURANENI
WEB MANAGER

DR DARRYL GAULD OAM
FGG DELEGATE 1

MR PHILLIP HORNE
FGG DELEGATE 2

MR TONY VITERALE
EVENTS MANAGER

MR MICHAEL OGILVIE
INTERPRIDE DELEGATE

Membership

We continue to welcome new members to Team 
Rainbow. Club and members’ fantastic 
achievements and celebrations are regularly 
uploaded to our website and Facebook.

Find out about Team Rainbow Membership 
Benefits by clicking the logo at the top of the 
page.

Caption: This is the sort of welcome sign that Team Rainbow 
would like to see greet visitors to Rainbow Communities.

https://teamrainbow.org.au/membership-benefit/


In 2018, when I was first elected as Team 
Rainbow’s President, I immediately thought about 
what I could contribute.  

I believed that it was important to welcome back 
to Rainbow Beach, the Double Triathlon event 
from the previous year, because TR had promoted 
that participants would be warmly welcomed to 
Rainbow Beach.  

Although last year’s Mardi Gras Parade moved to 
Sydney’s old show grounds, in light of COVID 
restrictions, TR did not participate.  However, 
members joined the Cycling entry in the previous 
year.  

In 2021, Team Rainbow expanded to include 
Queensland Regional Pride, founded by Michael 
Ogilvie that is more representative of our 
commitments with InterPride events.

The Board has maintained sufficient Officers to 
fulfil its complete programmes throughout the 
year.  

To avoid some Directors fulfilling multiple roles, 
new Board members are always welcome and 
invited to nominate their interest, so that Team 
Rainbow can continue to maintain its support, to 
promote a healthy lifestyle, to our inclusive 
community, in whatever way feasible. 

On 24 August 2021, Team Rainbow marked its 4th 
anniversary since its incorporated formation.  Our 
continued presence on the Rainbow scene is only 
due to the support from our sponsors, volunteers, 
and members.  

To all the volunteers who have helped to make 
this year such a great success, my sincere 
thanks, on behalf of the Board.  Your participation 
is a strong indication of your support to ensure 
that Team Rainbow remains a united force, eg at 
international events.  This kind of enthusiasm and 
participation from volunteers is essential, in order 
to promote our member Clubs and new residents 
who relocate to Regional Queensland, almost 
daily.

I apologise, in advance, if anyone has been 
inadvertently omitted throughout this Annual 
Report.

Some highlights of the past year will be reviewed 
with details provided in their respective Sections, 
below.

MS ANN-MARIE LAVERS-GRIMM
PRESIDENT

President’s Report  Treasurer’s Report 

Financial Position

Available funds will be used to provide insurance 
(Public Liability $20m and Voluntary Workers) and 

support for our core activities that will depend 
upon member contributions.

Team Rainbow formally maintained its 
confirmation from the Office of Fair Trading to 

fundraise that was approved, in writing. 

Financial Statements are available upon request. 

Sponsorship

As always, we thank our previous sponsors 
(Section 18) and invite new sponsors, eg to 

support inclusive sport and events.

With the ongoing help, Team Rainbow has been 
able to meet its financial commitments throughout 
the year.  Other community organisations provide 
financial, media and in-kind support to both Team 

Rainbow and its member organisations.  Thank 
you, sincerely, for allowing us the opportunity to 

foster inclusive sport and other events.

MR PHILLIP HORNE
TREASURER



Marketing Tools

Website & Socials

A website is often a potential 
visitor’s first port of call and will 
influence any decisions when 
deciding to visit a destination.  
Team Rainbow’s website is 
friendly, welcoming, and 
comprehensive with a large 
amount of information.

WordPress has enabled a 
striking look to our website, 
complete with a background 
image.  WordPress has also 
enabled us to use various 
plugins for membership 
registration, contact forms and 
other links, eg to Facebook.

All coming events and other 
items of general interest are 
notified to our membership 
through Team Rainbow Inc 
Facebook and Queensland 
Regional Pride Facebook that 
are receiving unprecedented 
views and ‘Likes’ from around 
Queensland, Australia and the 
World and, of course, via our 
Team Rainbow website.

Our Administrators, Toni, Tony, 
Ann-Marie and Michael have 
done an excellent job, by 
interactively keeping members 
informed via Facebook.  

Significant improvements to our 
website made it easier to keep 
members informed, renew 
memberships, etc.  Please 
ensure that you share your next 
event with us, to add to the 
growing interest in sport and 
other events, in our region. 

Thank you, to Dee and Andy 
White who have kindly provided 
TR with the link to their very 
informative Cooloola Coast 
Realty Roundup. 

Thank you, also, to Brett's Drone 
Photography and Rory Sanders, 
for sharing spectacular images 
on Team Rainbow’s 
homepage.

MS MANASA TRIPURANENI
WEB MANAGER

Uniforms, Badges 
and Banners

Thanks again, to Christie 
Wagenknecht, Soda Graphics 
for beautifully designing Team 
Rainbow’s uniform, especially for 
local and international events, 
and for also designing TR’s 
badges that have now been 
widely distributed, locally and 
shared around the World. Thank 
you also to Tony and Jane 
Cowden from Tin Can Bay Signs 
for designing TR’s banners. We 
now have a cheaper version of a 
T-shirt designed by 
RainbowRoo, for your Team to 
proudly wear and identify at your 
regional events.

Click the logo to 
purchase your 
Team Rainbow 
T-Shirt:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/TeamRainbowInc/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TeamRainbowInc/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/QueenslandRegionalPride
https://www.facebook.com/groups/QueenslandRegionalPride
https://teamrainbow.org.au/
https://teamrainbow.org.au/
https://teamrainbow.org.au/
https://www.sodagraphics.com.au/
https://rainbowroo.com.au/products/team-rainbow-t-shirt-double-sided-unisex-lg093?fbclid=IwAR1H3oo1CTLLiVx0p5Yq6rGo6iyxY6fyhQn2QUkLD5i9vKhoojQ5_HacFW8
https://rainbowroo.com.au/products/team-rainbow-t-shirt-double-sided-unisex-lg093?fbclid=IwAR1H3oo1CTLLiVx0p5Yq6rGo6iyxY6fyhQn2QUkLD5i9vKhoojQ5_HacFW8


Rainbow Chess Comp 29 MAY 2021

Team Rainbow hosted this 
inaugural Chess Comp that 
attracted participants from 
Regional Queensland, including 
Bundaberg, Hervey Bay, 
Gympie, Cooroy, Noosa, 
Brisbane, Ipswich and Rainbow 
Beach.  

What was even more impressive 
was that the event attracted one 
of Australia’s 10 Chess Grand 
Masters, Moulthun Ly (featured 
on the right). Most, if not all 
players, had a win or two, before 
our Director of Play, Martin 
Carter determined the Top Three 
Winners; Moulthun Ly, Adrian 
Dudek and Dale Emery (featured 
on the right). 

Thank you to QNews who kindly 
published our Chess Comp. 

Rainbow Tennis Tournament 20 JUNE 2021

The Tennis Tournament was 
originally planned for 2020, but 
like most events, it was 
rescheduled to 2021, because of 
COVID.  Team Tin Can Bay 
kindly offered use of their courts, 
because Rainbow’s were being 
repaired. 

Thank you to Inspire Home, 
Body & Health for their 
generous donations of the 
Winner Prizes and Sandy from 
Ocean Breeze Seafoods whose 
husband creatively designed the 
‘wooden spoon’ prizes.

Caption: Moulthun Ly (winner), Adrian Dudek (runner-up), and Dale Emery (third place).

Caption: A follow-up Tournament has been agreed for Sunday, 26 June 2022 with the title:  
Tiny Town Tennis Tournament!

The article (featured on the following page) was kindly written by Peter Thwaites, Captain of 
Team Tin Can Bay and published by the local TCB Bulletin.

https://qnews.com.au/rainbow-chess-at-rainbow-beach-home-of-the-rainbow-stairway/
https://www.facebook.com/InspireHomeBodyHealth
https://www.facebook.com/InspireHomeBodyHealth
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ocean%20Breeze%20Seafoods/587885108028006/


Caption: Tin Can Bay Bulletin July 2021

Wrestling WIDE BAY

Caption: Tony Viterale, along with Anthony and Kate, has been instrumental in 
promoting Wrestling events, throughout the region.



Caption: A follow-up Tournament has been agreed for Sunday, 26 June 2022 with the title:  
Tiny Town Tennis Tournament!

The article (featured on the following page) was kindly written by Peter Thwaites, Captain of 
Team Tin Can Bay and published by the local TCB Bulletin.

Sponsorship from the 
Queensland Government, The 
Star and pwc enabled a Pride 
House, Legacy Plaque that was 
agreed and formally approved, 
to be positioned at the entrance, 
to the Team Rainbow Stairway to 
the Beach at Rainbow Beach, 
the home of Team Rainbow Inc 
who hosted Australia’s first Pride 
House, in 2018, as part of the 
Comm Games.

Gympie Regional Council 
consulted with the Rainbow 
Beach community by providing 
these four options, for the Stairs:

Approximately, 68% voted 
against the trademarked, graffiti 
tag (C), in favour of:  RAINBOW 
BEACH QUEENSLAND (D). 

Rainbow Stairway to the Beach

The local (monthly) Rainbow 
Beach newspaper published that 
any ongoing vandalism or 
“graffiti” would be reported to, 
and managed by, the local 
police.  So, why wasn’t it (the 
returned graffiti) managed by the 
local police? 

Instead, on 20 May 2020, this 
article in The Gympie Times, set 
about to generate more division, 
in the community:

To spread more hate, The 
Gympie Times also chose to 
Post the “saga”, on its Facebook 
site, that invited and welcomed 
Posts such as these:

The Gympie Times ceased 
publishing its daily newspaper, 
the following month (June 2020), 
paving the way for a new-comer:  
Gympie Today including 
Cooloola Coast Today.



The article (featured on the following page) was kindly written by Peter Thwaites, Captain of 
Team Tin Can Bay and published by the local TCB Bulletin.

Several such articles were 
published in what used to be a 
friendly, positive (local) “news” 
format, but turned divisive.  The 
second image, below was 
printed by the same paper 
(Rainbow Beach Community 
News), in 2021; obviously, with 
the intent to be provocative and 
divisive.  This newspaper was 
listed for sale for multiple years 
until it was eventually handed 
over to a new owner in Aug 
2021.

Team Rainbow’s Sponsorship 
Agreement included “providing 
the State with images of the 
initiative accompanied by signed 
photo consent”.  Team Rainbow 
delivered its initiative as per its 
Sponsorship Agreements, and 
recognised by Pride House 
International, etc:

Rainbow Stairway to the Beach CONTINUED

Read the full Legacy Report 
2018.

When Team Rainbow met with 
Gympie Regional Council (who 
organised mediation, but, the 
other ‘party’ did not attend, 
although they rescheduled the 
mediation date), Team Rainbow 
made it clear that graffiti would 
encourage other graffiti.  
And….it did not take long:

So, obviously ‘someone’ 
thought.....how can I turn this 
around, into 'my' initiative, and, 
for ‘my’ profit? How? 

Just add a graffiti tag (in the 
middle of the night) – Team 
Rainbow was provided with a 
screenshot of the graffiti tag from 
the internet, by disgusted 
residents:

Although the years march on 
since Team Rainbow Inc hosted 
Pride House, we’re still waiting 
for our local Council to state the 
location for the plaque that was 
approved, in writing, by all the 
necessary parties (including the 
local Council).  Meanwhile, how 
is the above confrontational 
image, in the middle of the night, 
explained and justified? 

Get the support of the local 
constabulary:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cQ193wcGPeG4vc-mHUBM5VFySqqROzr-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cQ193wcGPeG4vc-mHUBM5VFySqqROzr-/view


The article (featured on the following page) was kindly written by Peter Thwaites, Captain of 
Team Tin Can Bay and published by the local TCB Bulletin.

Rainbow Stairway to the Beach CONTINUED

Why would the local Police 
Sergeant (government 
employee, not private) appear 
with thumbs up, supporting a 
trademarked, graffiti tag of a 
Queensland Government 
sponsored, work of art Legacy?

Drag a celebratory -- Team 
Rainbow already had the 
support of Chris Hemsworth 
AND Matt Damon, as 
photographed with Team 
Rainbow’s then President at his 
Restaurant in the village, to the 
Stairs (who reluctantly agrees, to 
avoid being called homophobic):

Trademark the graffiti tag (to 
look legitimate and make a 
profit):

Why would the (unaccredited) 
Rainbow Beach Tourist 
Information Centre show bias 
and spread division, by $elling 
such items?  $$$???  Yes, for 
their personal profit, NOT for the 
community!

Create an internet site in the 
name of the graffiti tag, to $$$ell 
merchandise, especially alcohol, 
ie aligned with the ‘mental 
health’ tag that had already been 
adopted by a serious 
organisation about Human 
Connection, How Good’s 
Living.

Turn the Team Rainbow 
Stairway to the Beach into $$$ 
for more private profit.

Why would Council promote a 
trademarked, graffiti tag that is 
associated with an alcohol label?

Create and spread hashtags (to 
spread hatred towards Team 
Rainbow, and, actually the 
region).

Bully local businesses who 
support Team Rainbow, 
including publicly on the internet 
(we have screenshots).

Other businesses who are not 
part of ‘the in-group' have had 
their advertising sandwich 
boards stolen and later found 
dumped in the nearby National 
Park and/or had their cleaned 
shop-front windows spat on 
(think….COVID!), prompting this 
sign to be installed:

Create a Petition on 
‘change.org’ to bully GRC 
(Gympie Regional Council) into 
accepting the graffiti tag that had 
NO relevance to ANY 
Community Project or Event -- 
Why didn't 'they' choose one of 
the other two sets of Stairs, in 
the village, to add value to the 
community (and NOT their 
private pocket)?

Not even 2000 signatures in 
over three years, when Team 
Rainbow got 5000 Likes in the 
first week of its Posting of the 
Stairs on its Facebook site.

Turn the graffiti tag into a sweet 
looking stencilled message; and 
then.....

Invite the media (ACA, etc); 
position a rent-a-crowd on the 
Stairs.

https://www.howgoodsliving.com.au/
https://www.howgoodsliving.com.au/
https://www.change.org/p/gympie-council-how-good-is-living


Caption: A follow-up Tournament has been agreed for Sunday, 26 June 2022 with the title:  
Tiny Town Tennis Tournament!

The article (featured on the following page) was kindly written by Peter Thwaites, Captain of 
Team Tin Can Bay and published by the local TCB Bulletin.

Rainbow Stairway to the Beach CONTINUED

Like a dog with a bone (‘give it a 
bone, Sharon!’), one ‘section’ of 
the village, intent on getting its 
own way, spoke with a 
provocative and divisive 
television show, that it lured to 
the town.  Initially, Team 
Rainbow refused to be 
interviewed, until a camera crew 
rescheduled its appointment and 
filmed Team Rainbow’s 
Secretary from a Hospital Ward, 
in Melbourne, speaking into a 
mobile phone on a table, to a 
Reporter in Brisbane, just hours 
after having cancer removed 
from his shaved face.  Of 
course, slick editing was applied 
to make the interview skewed 
and the victim look like a villain.

Troll Team Rainbow's Facebook 
with hate messages; Post 
one-star ratings (now, we have 
been bullied into becoming a 
Closed Group), because and 
although.....

Team Rainbow's Facebook Likes 
and Membership doubled, 
contrary to the negatively 
presented television show, 
local-community-orchestrated 
hate and negative, tourism 
publicity.

And then…..indoctrinate children 
at the local government School.  
How?  By getting them to sing 
and adopt a School Song with 
the lyrics, “how good is living 
when you reach for a rainbow” 
(coincidentally) sung to the tune 
of the regional “Slip into 
Chippies” television commercial 
jingle, View it here

Why would the Rainbow Beach 
Tourist Information Centre 
wrongly claim that it is an 
Accredited Visitor Information 
Centre with Discover 
Queensland, by Posting such a 
falsity on the internet?  See 
image, below that has been 
screenshot from the internet with 
a Yellow ‘I’, instead of the 
non-accredited White ‘I’.

“The italicised ‘i’ symbol, in its 
various forms, is a valuable 
asset of accredited Visitor 
Information Centres* throughout 
Queensland and the integrity of 
this symbol must be protected at 
all times.”  (Discover 
Queensland)

Strangely, the normally subdued 
Rainbow Beach Community 
News, became a ‘fox news’, in 
its November 2018 monthly 
edition with this article that 
contained many inaccuracies 
and no discussion or 
confirmation of facts with any 
Team Rainbow member:

Previously, in its June edition of 
the same year, its stance 
seemed much more supportive 
of the stairs (obviously, because 
of its recognised and quoted 
local, national and international 
popularity of the Stairs, eg 5,000 
Likes, in the first week of being 
Shared on Team Rainbow Inc’s 
Facebook); although, once 
again, no discussion was had 
with any Team Rainbow 
member, eg in order to explain 
the legacy behind the Stairs:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T812tmCPXhs
https://www.queensland.com/au/en/plan-your-holiday/travel-information/visitor-information-centres.html#spanel
https://www.queensland.com/au/en/plan-your-holiday/travel-information/visitor-information-centres.html#spanel


Caption: A follow-up Tournament has been agreed for Sunday, 26 June 2022 with the title:  
Tiny Town Tennis Tournament!

The article (featured on the following page) was kindly written by Peter Thwaites, Captain of 
Team Tin Can Bay and published by the local TCB Bulletin.

Rainbow Stairway to the Beach CONTINUED

Has Gympie Regional Council 
(GRC) received signed 'permits' 
or whatever their lingo is called, 
for EVERY 'adjustment' to 
properties within its jurisdiction?  
We don't think so!  In fact, we 
know so and have evidence.

Yet........although GRC was 
informed and agreed (in writing), 
it publicly and nationally accused 
Team Rainbow of failing to 
secure approval for its 
government sponsored, agreed 
Legacy of hosting the first Pride 
House in Australia -- a simple 
improvement of an unused 
Stairway to the Beach, that 
became on overnight Tourist 
Attraction success!  Anyone in 
the know (including The Gympie 
Times – emails were sent to 
them), knew that this was on 
Team Rainbow's Agenda, in 
2017, although it was not 
completed until May 2018, ie at 
the end of the ComGames.  We 
did not beat our chest; we just 
moved on with our next project, 
ie to promote the region, at 
GG10 Paris (at NO cost to 
GRC).

A community gets what it 
accepts -- In this case, 
supported by GRC and the local 
media who ignored Media 
Releases from Team Rainbow 
and pretended they had NO 
knowledge of Team Rainbow 
Inc.  Shame.

The same person who is 
constantly featured in a variety 
of media articles about the Stairs 
is then photographed holding a 
graffiti spray can, in The Gympie 
Times -- more local, fake news 
gets published with no attempt to 
fact check with Team Rainbow 
who coloured the stairs:

One Journalist who believed that 
the journalism industry was 
tarnished, decided to do her own 
investigation and, directed and 
produced:  Is this Queensland in 
the 20s?:  

Find out more about the 
Multiple Award Winning Film 
or read the Review

She gave all parties a fair 
opportunity to respond and 
submitted her entry, into the 
local, Heart of Gold International 
Short Film Festival:  5-8 Oct 
2020, which was subsequently 
rescheduled to Oct 2021 
(because of COVID) and is 
awaiting acceptance into the 
local Festival, although her film 
has won many Awards around 
the World.

Meanwhile, the internet 
continues to get bombarded with 
these sorts of Posts:

Then, on 5 February 2021, the 
Rainbow Beach community was 
intentionally antagonised again 
with the return of the 
trademarked, graffiti tag that was 
replastered on the Stairs, as 
evidenced and questioned on 
the internet:

https://universalcinema.ca/is-this-queensland-in-the-20s-caroline-layt/
https://universalcinema.ca/review-is-this-queensland-in-the-20s/


Caption: A follow-up Tournament has been agreed for Sunday, 26 June 2022 with the title:  
Tiny Town Tennis Tournament!

The article (featured on the following page) was kindly written by Peter Thwaites, Captain of 
Team Tin Can Bay and published by the local TCB Bulletin.

Rainbow Stairway to the Beach CONTINUED

And…..”Bron Noffke” clearly 
stated that “next week the words 
will disappear” (see below).  
Regardless, who authorised this 
criminal behaviour to occur?  
Why are criminal practices in our 
community tolerated and 
encouraged?  Why haven’t 
charges been laid?  Well, the 
vandalism remained on the 
Stairs, for months (NOT a couple 
of days, as claimed by the 
culprit):

Here is evidence of Gympie 
Regional Council being informed 
on 5 February 2021, although 
GRC has not replied to Team 
Rainbow:

On 30 Mar 2021:  On Word’s 
Out Rainbow Beach (a 
Facebook Page), Malcolm 
Ireland asked who “sprayed 
black paint on the rainbow 
stairs”.  Richard Allt accurately 
Posted on 30 March 2021:  “Got 
to laugh at the fact that the 
slogan was graffiti in the first 
place and the person whingeing 
most about someone graffitiing 
over it is the person that should 
have been charged from 
defacing public property in the 
first place.”  The Post attracted a 
high, 9 Likes!  When the Page’s 
Administrator saw that the 
‘conversation’ was going against 
‘their’ intent, the entire Post was 
removed a couple of days’ later, 
ie after the bullies derived 
pleasure from spreading their 
hate. 

On 9 Jun 2021:  The Stairs 
‘mysteriously’ were graffitied, 
again!  This time, the vandalism 
strategically coincided with ABC 
Radio Sunshine Coast 
broadcasting live from Rainbow 
Beach, on 10 June, where ABC 
interviewed selected locals, 
including ABC’s Posting of 
images that strategically 
included pics of the graffitied 
Stairs, interviewees blatantly 
plugging the trademarked graffiti 
tag at the commencement of 
their interview, etc:

Here is a series of 
communications between Team 
Rainbow and the Queensland 
Police:

20 Jun 2021:  Team 
Rainbow Secretary emailed 
GRC & local Police about a 
reoccurrence of vandalism on 
the Stairs

23 Jun 2021:  Mick 
Bazzo, Sergeant, Tin Can Bay 
Police emailed a reply to Team 
Rainbow’s complaint that was 
forwarded to him from Constable 
Brantz, Rainbow Beach Police, 
about our 20 Jun complaint

27 Jun 2021:  Team 
Rainbow President emailed a 
follow-up complaint to GRC and 
Sergeant Bazzo

27 Jun 2021:  Sergeant 
Bazzo replied to Team 
Rainbow’s President’s email 
repeating that the Police cannot 
charge the vandal until they 
receive a complaint from the 
owner of the Stairs, ie GRC 
(“who are yet to reply to our 
formal complaints”)
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Rainbow Stairway to the Beach CONTINUED

Gympie Regional Council, 
elected last year (2020), has 
neither replied nor met with 
Team Rainbow, although their 
representatives have visited the 
town on multiple occasions and 
met with the offending people, in 
a celebratory manner. 

Meanwhile, Team Rainbow 
continued its voluntary 
community events, by Hosting 
more successful events, eg its 
Rainbow Chess Comp on 29 
May 2021:

….AFTER, this level of hate that 
was intended to trash the Chess 
Comp and was allowed to be 
Posted on the infamous, “Word’s 
Out  Rainbow Beach” Facebook 
Page:

And, we proceeded with a 
successful Rainbow Tennis 
Tournament, on 20 June 2021:

The evidence that we have 
provided clearly demonstrates 
that Queensland still projects a 
‘Police State’ image from the 
remnants of the ‘Joh-era’.  Such 
homophobic attitudes and 
practices continue to deter 
law-abiding ratepayers and 
investors from moving to such 
communities and/or are the 
cause of rate payers and tenants 
who leave, because of being 
unsafe, bullied and vilified.  We 
know MANY such people!  This 
type of endemic, homophobic 
hate denies communities of 
professional and other workers 
who contribute to the 
improvement of such regions.

Light-up Rainbow 
Stairs

Team Rainbow continued to add 
value, by adopting the project to 
light-up the Rainbow Stairs using 
solar, to minimise the cost.  
Lighting would be eye catching 
and specifically highlight the 
words:  Rainbow Beach 
Queensland.  The President 
wrote to GRC on 23 Dec 2019.  
On 14 Jan 2020, Erin Wheatley, 
Coordinator Major Strategic 
Projects Program (and Viane Ali) 
from GRC, replied:  

“….there is no current budget 
allocated for lighting of the 
stairs or the ongoing costs 
associated with the operation 
and maintenance of any 
lighting”.  

But, there’s money and 
resources to vandalise the 
Stairs.



Rainbow Double Triathlon 28-29 AUGUST 2021

Again, Team Rainbow supported 
this State-wide event with the 
organisers wanting to include 
Rainbow Beach, annually.  It 
was Team Rainbow who 
successfully convinced the 
organisers to return the event, to 
Rainbow Beach.

Thank you to:  Paul, Sam, 
Ann-Marie Lavers-Grimm, Bruce 
Brownlee, Mary Lou Tanner, 
Marcus Willis, Rachel Wi, Phill 
Horne and Daz Gauld, who 
volunteered as marshals, on 
both days.

Team Rainbow’s Directors 
extend congratulations to 
everyone involved in making the 
weekend, another fun and a 
resounding success.

More on the Rainbow Beach 
Double Triathlon.

Rainbow Trail Festival

Sadly, the 7 Aug 2021 event was cancelled because of a snap 
lockdown in South-East Queensland.

Team Rainbow Screeners’ Group

As part of the Heart of Gold International Film Festival, Team 
Rainbow formed a Screeners’ Group that meet weekly, to 
review submitted films for entry into this Festival.

Interpride

Team Rainbow was invited and now has representation on the 
Oceania Region 20 of InterPride, meeting monthly, online.

WorldPride Sydney 2023

Team Rainbow participated in the first, online, Sydney World 
Pride Team meeting, on 29 April 2020 and subsequent events.  
We have been invited to provide a small video to demonstrate 
Team Rainbow’s activities, for a Global Pride Celebration, put 
to music.  There will be many more such meetings, as many 
Groups around Australia unite, as part of the preparation for 
2023.  Slides and content from the meetings are confidential, 
at this stage.

Caption: Team Rainbow Screeners’ Setup

Caption: Team Rainbow volunteers and competitors

http://www.rainbowbeachtriathlon.com.au/
http://www.rainbowbeachtriathlon.com.au/


Community Engagements

Beach Mats

Ann-Marie has been in lengthy 
communications with GRC and 
has pursued the idea of 
sponsoring each mat @ $500 
each.  Team Rainbow (Valli) was 
unsuccessful in its detailed 
Application for a Grant, in order 
to proceed.

Regional BBQs

Volunteer of the Year, Sally 
Cripps organises monthly BBQs 
that are well supported and 
attended, as well as other 
members who organise events:

Queensland 
Regional Pride 
BBQ

The Gladstone (home-based) 
group held its first BBQ @ 
Barney Point Park with Musician, 
Mikayla J.  QRP members 
attended from Roma, Townsville, 
Rocky and Gladstone.

Some attendees did not want 
their pic to be distributed.

Team Rainbow suggested that 
Rainbow Beach should become 
the Daylesford of Queensland – 
it has the same possibilities and 
similar distance to a capital city, 
for regular weekend festivities, 
as its Victorian counterpart, but 
with much more cache.  This 
comment is for Rainbow to 
ponder, in the future.



International Sporting Events

There are fantastic opportunities 
ahead for Team Rainbow Clubs 
to compete in international 
events. 

Federation of Gay 
Games

Team Rainbow remains as a full 
member of the Federation of 
Gay Games with two voting 
rights.

 

Team Rainbow supports this 
membership, for the benefit of all 
sportspeople, throughout 
Regional Queensland. 

Federation of Gay 
Games Annual 
General Assembly

The 2021 Annual General 
Assembly (AGA) of the FGG will 
be from 8-12 Nov 2021, in 
Brighton UK – at the Brighton 
Mercure Seafront Hotel with a 
Welcome Reception on Sunday 
night, 7 Nov.

Sadly, Australian travel 
restrictions will deny us the 
opportunity to attend and 
participate, in person.  However, 
Team Rainbow will aim to join 
the AGA, online.

Federation of Gay 
Games 
Governance 
Committee

Team Rainbow is represented on 
the FGG Governance 
Committee that meets monthly, 
online. 

Gay Games 11 Hong 
Kong 2023

GG11HK will be the largest ever 
LGBTQ+ sports and cultural 
event ever held in Asia. 12,000 
participants, 36 sports, and 20+ 
cultural events will take place 
over 9 days in November 2023.

World Masters 
Games 2022

Kansai, Japan:  13-29 May 2022  
34 Sports

Upcoming Events

For more information about Team Rainbow or 
Queensland Regional Pride events, visit the 
website or Facebook groups.

Financial Statements

For financial statements please send a request 
to the board or attend the next AGM.



Our Sponsors and Volunteers

We gratefully thank our sponsors who help us promote sport and healthy lifestyles 
within our inclusive community. We also thank our volunteers and acknowledge the 
work being done by those in our member organisations and those who directly 
assist Team Rainbow.

This report was designed and 
organised by:


